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MEMORANDUM

The following account wes forwarded to the Amsterdam Cffice of
the Joint Distribution Committee from Ksunss by M.”. Beckelman
on 11/10/39. Attachod was @ note from iir. Beckelman stating
that this was written originally ian Russian by the dootor who
made the trip with the group mentionsd in the opening parsgraph.

S ROBODY 's LaNDY

On 4ovember 5th, 1939, a commisaion consisting of § men we-e reop=
regentatives of the Jekish orgunizations Joint, Hies, Use and the
Lithusnian Red Cross =e-=- arrived at the Litmenian-Germen fronte
for in order to learn the fate of the Jewa of the little towng of
the sp-called Suvalk! diatriot, who had been expallad by thellazi

authoritiea.

Rayon Vyzuones. 4 cold, railny day in iovember. A sherp, pene=-
Ebgﬁihg %IEB'TS blowing. 4 blaock fleld, changed into marsh by

the sutummel rains. Figures rise up &8 though out of ths ground
.s-..RRgY, cries, shoutss "HZelp us®. Terrible faces, swollen from 4
the wind snd the colde.......Ingane looke.....the cries dont ceass.
The commission 1s allowed to gtay ten minutes only.

¥e wish to absorb the situation. Hever shall we forget what we
hava 86on thersc.c.ses

31 men. Aimong them 12 women and 2 children. Une of them has been
111 for three days with a temperature 39-L,0. I{hsy are half-alive
but there 13 & dead ons tO0 =-~=~ ghe diled 1n the night from the
oold. A young women of 36 years.

To see thelr "bulldings” against the wind and the cold you would
not be able to understand how thay have managed to keep living;
soveral sticks rammmd in the auturmal dirt and covared with twigs
evews that § their defense againat death from the cold. Thus
thess unfortunate people have been living for ten days and nighta.
A girl of 18 relates the followings "On Yotober 29th, at one O'
olock in tre afternoon, at the command of the Hazl authorities, the
whole Jawlgh population of the little town of Vyzuonos was driven

to the mmrket sguare. By the same command they wers forbvlildden to

take anything with them. At the square tney ware glven new 1lnstruce
tions; to tale off thelr mantles and new ghoes and to hand ovey
money and valuables. In such a state we wers driven to the Lithuane
ian frontier. ‘o were 281 men, women and children, old ones and

sick persons. 4An 0ld man of TO snd an 0ld woman of 62 who were
paralyzed had to be carried all the way. I myself had to g0 in stoCke
ings. After a long palinful trip durlng which we weyre derlided by

our tormeéenters, we resched the Lithuanian frontier. Heturning was
prohibited under the threat of being aghot. the Lithuanian author-
igies reofused to let us pass 1nto thelr terrisory.
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2) iobody's Land (oontinusd)

281 men remaim ¢ in the open field, in the marshy country, in the
alr, in "Nobody a Land", condemned to death from hunger and cold.
The 1life of a osveman geemed ideal to them, for they 4id not even
have caves...

During ths firat two days the German authorities 4id not allow them
to build any shelter against the autumnal winds. “n the third day
they were allowed to use twigs t0 serve ag a kind of roof. Thay
414 not have any food with them and no delivery of food was @ rmit-
ted. They surely would have perished, perticularly the little chile
dren, had 1t not been for some help that they obtalned from three
poor peasants s famllies who lived close by. .

The newa about the Jews of Vyzunoca condemmed to0 death spread all
over the small frontier towns. The Jewish youth gset about energet-
ically helping, and owing solely to them and in spite of the various
probihitiona from one gource or another they succeeded in passing
in some food and thus keeping them allve.

Some of theae people, driven to despalr and hgving nothing to lose,
gsecretly passed during the night from “"Nobody s Land” into Lithuane
fan territory, even at the risk of being shob down by the frontier-
guards. Thus the population of "iobody s Land" decreased as time
went on. The more active ones passed over the frontier and there
remained only the weakest and most helpless and unhappy pseople, full
of fright and deaplar.

This was thelr oqndition when the commigssion found them. On return-
ing from "Nobody s land", the cormission met a local country-woman.
We asked hsr whether she had seen the expelled pegple. "Oh", said
she, "yesf well, it 1s better now tha: it has been. Put the first
days were awful, yeg, rather awful'.

The same proocedure was practised by the German authorities in Seine
1al and other 1little towns close by. Since Ootober 25th, Yews have
been driven from the places where they hed beon living all thelr life
long. Everywhere the same methods; robbery, Eaking of clothea, dew
ristion, marching to the Lithuanian frontier. he Lithuanlan authorw
ities refusing to permit them entrance to their territory, they had
to stay in the open alr, day aand night. By November 2nd there were
700 men elraeady.

The suffering and torments of the women and children cannot be deg-
orived. A woman, mother of twe 8ix month wwing, not being able to
suffer an¥ longer, threw her children in the field and rushed into
a pond. hey gucceeded i:n seving her. %he Lithuanien frontiler
guards had pity on them and pet them pass the frontisy finslly.
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3) Nobody's Land ({continusd)

An 014 men of 78 years with an amputated leg was not allowed by

the Germans to take his protes with him and the unfortunate man

had to be carried on the shoulders all the way along. After sev-
eral days in the ovpen air, hs wes helped to pass over the Livhuan-
isn frontier secretly. *he 0ld men relates "You camot imagine

how they tormented us. At “einial they oompelled us to olean clog~
ots with our very hands. iy tneir sadism the Nasis gusrda comeplled
us tod rink their urine".

Many of thogse who have passed into Lithuania have frostbitten arms
and legs. Others have internal injuries the extent of which can only
be known after ghorough mediocsl examination. At present we may only
8ay3 they are wholly deatitute, hungry a&nd naked.

Copied in Amsterdam, November 15%h, 1939
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